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The Commands of Our Lord

“Fear God Part Two”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

If all has gone well, I am now home after my cervical surgery and getting stronger.  Hopefully the surgery will result in a lot of my pain being gone.
Matt 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

We continue this week on this important and mostly misunderstood command.  I hope that you have taken the time to study last week and talk about this topic to other Christians.  Many people have used the following verse to say that God has not given us a spirit of fear:
KJV  2Tim 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

NASV  2Tim 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.”  

But the KJV is a misinterpretation of the Greek word “deilia”, which is used in 1 Tim 1:7.  The Greek word for timidity is “deilia” and correctly translated by the NASV.  The Greek word for fear is “phobo” and is not used in this verse.  In this verse Paul is telling Timothy that he must not act timidly about his faith but he must be bold.  I think he would have also reminded Timothy not to fear those who might only kill him physically as we discussed last week but the topic here is Timothy’s natural timidity that needs to be overcome.  
The most popular churches today are stressing that God wants us to be happy, wealthy, and successful.  When we look at the lives of the Apostles we certainly do not see a Biblical justification for this teaching.  None of these men had such a self-fulfilling life as some people teach we should have.  Even Jesus had no earthly riches.
Having no fear in our hearts for God implies that we think too highly of ourselves and that leads to pride.  A little fear keeps us in our proper relationship to our Holy God:
Luke 1:50 “And His mercy is upon generation after generation Toward those who fear Him.

Luke 1:51 He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.”

If we fear the people who are opposed to our Lord more than we fear God then we may even deny Him as others have done, even including Peter.  The following two verses also show the result of fearing those of lesser authority than God.
John 7:11 “The Jews therefore were seeking Him at the feast, and were saying, "Where is He?"

John 7:12 And there was much grumbling among the multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a good man"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray."

John 7:13 Yet no one was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews.”

John 20:19 “When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you."”
John 7:13 “Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews.”
Going back to the story in Acts about the lies of Ananias and Sapphira, we read the following about the result of the striking dead of these people by God.
Acts 5:11 “And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.

Acts 5:12 And at the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico.

Acts 5:13 But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem.

Acts 5:14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number;”
A great crusade broke out in the early church area when the people realized that the church was really serving the Holy God.  If we were to focus on worshipping God and not on ourselves perhaps God would bless us with more real believers in our congregations also.  
The following quote by Mike Yaconelli (a great youth leader, teacher, and author of articles for the modern church who died at only 62 in 2003) seems appropriate at this point:

"I would like to suggest that the Church become a place of terror again; a place where God continually has to tell us, "Fear not"; a place where our relationship with God is not a simple belief or a doctrine or theology, it is God's burning presence in our lives. I am suggesting that the tame God of relevance be replaced by the God whose very presence shatters our egos into dust, burns our sin into ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person within. The Church needs to become a gloriously dangerous place where nothing is safe in God's presence except us. Nothing--including our plans, our agendas, our priorities, our politics, our money, our security, our comfort, our possessions, our needs.”

Let’s all try to focus ourselves on worshipping God in all of our life experiences.  
